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French officials in charge of allocation. Commissions were set up
for coal, iron and steel, metals, mineral oils, chemical products,
etc. . . . {Bulletin d* Informations de la Vice-Prisidence du Conseil,
No. 26).
An agreement with regard to the metallurgical industry would
enable the factories to receive 3 5 per cent, of the pre-war supplies
of iron, 40 per cent, of this being allocated to heavy industry and
60 per cent, to light industries (Statement by the Secretary-General
for Production, Le Temps> March 17, 1941).
Other agreements were to allow German insurance companies
to take the place of English (Pariser Zeitung., March 21, 1941).
Hence in particular an order published on July 9, 1941, authorized
a German company to carry out motor-car insurance. Similarly
we may note an order published on August 22, 1941, relating to
insurance of transport against war risks.
But prior to the Hitler-Darlan negotiations the most important
agreement seems to have been the Franco-German-Italian agree-
ment with regard to the motor industry. The details of this
threefold collaboration were to be established in the course of
meetings in Berlin at which France was to have the same number
of delegates as Italy and Germany (Statements of the Delegate-
General for National Equipment, Radio-Paris, May 5, 1941). It
seems, however, to have been decided already that French industry
must specialize in the manufacture of four types of one-ton and
four-and-a-half-ton lorries (official German News Agency, Le
Temps> March 22, 1941).
Be that as it may, if the Simca factories were still on May i
employing only 400 workers, for a long time already the Citroen
and the Renault Works had been turning out lorries for Germany.
From the most varied sources we learn that the motor-car factories
in the occupied zone are to-day making air-frames and motors
for aeroplanes, guns, and tanks. German submarines are repaired
in French harbours. Even in the free zone factories are turning
out separate parts for aeroplanes and cars, and munitions.
We should note that from April ,i to May 15 unoccupied France
appears to have delivered to Germany 10,000 tons of aluminium,
8000 tons of magnesium, 38,000 tons of bauxite, 30,000 tons of
wool, and 60,000 tons of fruit.
It must further be noted that the transfer of the metallurgical
industry of Lorraine to Germany is to-day complete. According
to the Paris Jour-Echo of August 6, 1941, the following firms in
particular have passed into German control:
Aci&ries de Rombas (Friedrich Flick A.G., Berlin),
Hants Fourneaux et Acidries de Thionville (Consortium
Koechling),